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Moon Chef

Have you ever looked up at the moon and thought it
looked like something tasty?

What is STEAM? Learning through Science, Technology,
Engineering, the Arts, and Mathematics. Through STEAM,
children problem solve, innovate, create, and collaborate.

STEAM Topics in This Book: phases of the moon, shapes

Activities To Do Together: From Moon Chef, you can learn
how the moon looks different in the sky over time (phases of the
moon) and how these corresponding visible shapes can be
observed in everyday life. The moon’s phases occur in a
predictable pattern. Recognizing shapes and patterns builds
spatial awareness and early geometry skills in a fun, relatable
way. Exploring the moon’s phases helps children develop
observation and comparison skills.

Before reading the book:

« The moon is a sphere, but it doesn’t look like one, and we
never see all of the moon. Go outside and look for the
moon together. Is it visible in the sky? If so, ask:

« What shape does the moon look like now?
« Does it remind you of any food?
« Find foods that look like circles, spheres, and crescents.
While reading the book:

« Look at the shapes you see throughout the book. What are
the names of the shapes and what makes each of them
special?

« Discuss together if you've ever seen the moon look like it
does on the pages of the book.

« Make a list or drawing of moon-food comparisons from the
story.

When you have finished reading the book:

* Look for the moon in the sky. If you can see it, draw and
describe it.

* Choose one dish from the book (like tostones or tacos)
and make it together. Talk about which moon phase it
looks like.
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Conversations During Daily Routines with Toddlers:

1. Outside time - Observe and describe the moon with
your child. You might say, “That shape is called a
crescent. It looks like a banana. Sometimes the moon
looks round like a cookie, and other times it can’t be

seen.”

2. Bath time - Look at the items in and around the bathtub
(square tiles, round drains). What shapes can you

explore together?

3. Snack time - Encourage your child to prepare snacks
with you. Notice the shapes of the food in your snack.
Crackers can be circles or rectangles. Oranges are

spheres.

Questions for STEAM Thinking:

1. What do you notice about the moon throughout the

story illustrations?

2. What shapes do you notice in the foods Gaby and her

family prepare?

3. How are a circle and a sphere similar and different?
4. What foods remind you of the different moon phases?

5. Have you ever noticed the moon in the sky during the
day? What did it look like?

Early Math Project Resources:
Visit Moon Chef (countplayexplore.org/book/moon-chef) to

find activities and related California Learning Foundations,
Mathematics Standards, and/or Next Generation Science

Standards for this book.

lllustrations © 2026 Nomar Perez, used with publisher’s permission.
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Vocabulary

STEAM words found
in the story: circle,
crescent, gibbous, moon,
phases, shape, sphere,
waning, waxing

Related STEAM
words: compare,
observe

Words to build
reading
comprehension: chef,
night, rellenos de papa,
soursop, tostones

Spanish Title:

Chef luna / Moon Chef
(Bilingual Spanish /
English edition)

ISBN: 9781623546717
Copyright: 2026

Related Books: Circle,
Sphere! by Grace Lin;
Night Blooming Jasmine
by Diane de Anda; The
Shape Song Swingalong
by SteveSongs; Cook It!
by Georgie Birkett

For additional
STEAMWORKS books
visit the series website or
enter
steamworksbooks.com.

Click this link to the
World Catalog or enter
bit.ly/4pZuAdb to find
Moon Chef in the public
library.
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http://www.steamworksbooks.com/
http://bit.ly/4pZuAdb
http://countplayexplore.org/book/moon-chef
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Age Level | Related Foundations and Standards:

Infant Toddler Foundations

Preschool / Transitional Kindergarten Learning Foundations Mathematics
Preschool / Transitional Kindergarten Learning Foundations Science
California Common Core State Standards Mathematics

Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS)

Presc.h.ool/ Preschool Learning Foundations — Math: Children identify and use a variety
Transitional | of shapes in their everyday environment.
Kindergarten

Preschool Learning Foundations — Science: Record information more
regularly and in greater detail in various ways, with adult assistance, including
pictures, words (dictated to adults), charts, journals, models, photos, or by
tallying and graphing information.

Kindergarten | Standards for Mathematical Practice 3: Construct viable arguments and
critique the reasoning of others.

Geometry K.G.1, K.G.2, K.G.3: Identify and describe shapes (squares,
circles, triangles, rectangles, hexagons, cubes, cones, cylinders, and
spheres).

Grade 1 Standards for Mathematical Practice 3: Construct viable arguments and
critique the reasoning of others.

NGSS Science and Engineering Practices: Analyzing and Interpreting Data:
Use observations (firsthand or from media) to describe patterns in the natural
world in order to answer scientific questions.

1-ESS1-1 Use observations of the sun, moon, and stars to describe patterns
that can be predicted

Grade 2 Standards for Mathematical Practice 3: Construct viable arguments and
critique the reasoning of others.

Standards for Mathematical Practice 5: Use appropriate tools strategically.

NGSS Science and Engineering Practices: Planning and Carrying Out
Investigations: Make observations (firsthand or from media) to collect data that
can be used to make comparisons.

an Early Math Project


https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/cd/re/documents/itfoundations2009.pdf#page=83
https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/cd/re/documents/ptklfmathdomain.pdf
https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/cd/re/documents/ptklfsciencedomain.pdf
https://www.cde.ca.gov/be/st/ss/documents/ccssmathstandardaug2013.PDF#page=1
http://www.nextgenscience.org/search-standards

