Sun Prints =4

Inspired by June’s Solar Oven by Jen Malia.
Goal: Use the sun to make art prints.
You will need:
+ Construction paper
+ Writing materials or use the Sun Print Progress Chart
+ Leaves, flowers, or other small objects
+ Small rocks to weigh down the print
+ Cell phone or camera
+ A sunny day
What to do:

+ Gather objects to create your art print. Consider which leaves, flowers, or
other objects might make an interesting print. You might try looking at
their shadows for inspiration.

+ Lay the objects on construction paper. Put the paper outside in the sun.
You may need to hold the objects in place with a small rock.

+ Leave your prints in the sun for three hours. Check the prints every 30
minutes and take a picture with a cell phone each time you observe the
prints. What changed? What stayed the same? Create a chart to record
your observations or use the Sun Print Progress Chart.

What to consider:
+ What happens when you overlap objects?

+ Experiment with different colors of construction paper. Which colors work
best?

+ Can the sun transfer the color of an object onto the paper?

+ If you were to make another print, how long would you leave your print in
the sun to get your preferred result?

+ Why might you need to preserve your prints? What will happen to them
over time? How could you preserve your print?

+ Research the science behind making prints. How does the sun
change the color/tone of the paper?
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Sun Print Progress Chart *

Date of investigation:
What type of leaf/flower/object:
What color construction paper:

Observation | Elapsed Time | *Sharpness of | *Darkness of the Observation Notes
Time the Print Paper exposed to
(1—-05) the Sun (1 — 5)

* Use a scale of 1 — 5 to indicate sharpness of the print and darkness of the paper
exposed to the sun. 1 = least sharp (or least dark) — 5 = sharpest (or darkest).
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