-play-explore

Early math activities for you and your child to enjoy together.

Babies Count - Point out quantities of one. “one stuffed animal, one circle...”

Toddlers Count - Talk about math when climbing stairs — “There are three steps.
One, two three.”

Preschoolers Count - Practice counting collections of objects. Make sure your child
says one number for each object. When they are done counting, ask them how many
objects there are. Do they know that the last number said is the number of objects?

Kindergarteners Count - Sort a set of dominos. Make three piles: dominos that are
greater than 6, less than 6, and equal to 6. Then count each pile to see which has the
most dominos. Domino pieces template: https://bit.ly/37Fcipl.

Grade School Kids Count - Challenge your child to skip count by 2s, 5s, or 10s to
100. Make up a song to go with the skip counting sequence.

Babies Play - Blow bubbles for your baby. As baby reaches out to touch them, count
the bubbles, talk about their shape, talk about how high or low the bubbles are flying.

Toddlers Play - Roll a soft ball to your child and encourage them to roll it back. See
who rolls the ball the fastest, the slowest, the longest, and the shortest distance.

Preschoolers Play - Create an obstacle course by placing objects on the ground. Use
position words like up, over, around, and beside to describe how to move around the
obstacles without touching them.

Kindergarteners Play - Hide a toy. Make a map that leads to the hidden toy. Can
somebody find the hidden toy using your map?

Grade School Kids Play - Make a map of your home or neighborhood. See if
somebody else is able to find their way to a place you included on the map.

Babies Explore - Give your baby bowls and containers of different shapes and sizes.
Let them explore which containers will fit inside of each other.

Toddlers Explore - Explore spatial relationships by using words like “above,” “under,”
and “on.” Use objects to demonstrate the meaning of these words. “The cup is on the
table.”

Preschoolers Explore - Explore what's outside a window. Look carefully at
everything you see outside of the window. Look up, look down, look to the right, look
to the left. Draw a picture of what you see.

Kindergarteners Explore - Ask your child to identify a triangle from among a group
of shapes. Ask how they know it’s a triangle. Does it matter how the triangle is turned?
Does it matter if the triangle is wide or narrow? What makes a triangle a triangle?

Grade School Kids Explore - Explore what it means to make a drawing to scale.
Then make a scale drawing of a room. What scale will you use?
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