
Early math activities for you and your child to enjoy together. 

Babies Count: Sing counting-related nursery rhymes like Five Little Pumpkins. Find 
lyrics for math songs on the Early Math Project Website: https://bit.ly/34l3oho. 
Toddlers Count: Sort a group of shoes into pairs. Talk about what makes two shoes 
a pair. Count the shoes, then count the pairs of shoes.  
Preschoolers Count: Count the number of months before your child’s birthday or a 
special holiday.  
Kindergarteners Count: Count a collection. Don’t have a collection? Create one! 
Make a collection of rocks, leaves, seashells, photographs, stamps, or seeds. 
Grade School Kids Count: Draw a clock face with numbers one through twelve. 
Talk about how the number one also represents five minutes, two also represents ten 
minutes, three also represents fifteen minutes, etc. Practice counting by five while 
pointing to the corresponding values on the clock face. 

Babies Play: Play imitation games. Hold your baby close. Make a big smile, stick out 
your tongue, or open your mouth really wide. Make a facial expression several times 
and see what they imitate. 
Toddlers Play: Play with a paper box. What can a box become with a little 
imagination? A fort, a castle, a train, a work of art?  
Preschoolers Play: Play with symmetry. Fold a rectangular or square piece of paper 
in half. Use scissors to cut a design along the three sides of the paper that are not on 
the fold. Unfold the paper to see the symmetrical design you created.  
Kindergarteners Play: Learn to skip count by five while playing hopscotch. Write 
the multiples of five, 5, 10, 15, 20, 25, 30, etc., in the hopscotch squares. Say the 
multiples of five aloud as you jump from space to space.  
Grade School Kids Play: Play with shadows and light. Figure out how to project 
shadow images and create your own shadow play.

Babies Explore: Explore flavors and foods. Talk about texture - soft, crunchy, or 
smooth; and taste - sweet, sour, spicy, or salty. Does your baby want more or have 
they eaten enough?  
Toddlers Explore: Explore sorting. Make a group of small objects and a group of 
large objects. How else can your toddler sort these same objects? 
Preschoolers Explore: Explore buoyancy. Drop different objects into water. What 
sinks and what floats? Find a way to make a sinking object float. What will you try? 
Kindergarteners Explore: Explore counting by two - 0, 2, 4, 6, 8, 10, 12, 14, 16, 
18, 20. Make up a song or rhyme to help you remember the order of the numbers. 
Grade School Kids Explore: Explore the meaning of a “quarter”. Why do we have a 
coin called a quarter? Why is 15 minutes called a quarter of an hour?
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